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The aurora is a beautiful, shimmering display of light from the upper
atmosphere that is commonly seen during the night in polar regions of the
Earth. The northern aurora is known as the aurora borealis and its southern

counterpart is known as the aurora autsralis.
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What causes the aurora? The sun emits a continuous stream of charged particles called the AL B R LA IIRTE S o BAIIPL R F AL LA RDE R o

solar wind. This wind interacts with the magnetic field of the Earth and produces large Ani Bow MR 08 REAIRD e b L L @ T 1308 4 K  Xrgps R R
electrical currents. These currents flow along the magnetic field lines down into the upper JE o8y Bidb00 i R o Ang B MO8 s WA B2 F L %2905 X+ 0 HALpi—~
atmosphere surrounding the north and south magnetic poles. These currents cause the S c X e 892 2ok - R L8 A 22000 23w B S BAZ o bk g 8 s — AL AR 2
atmospheric gases to glow like the gas in a fluorescent tube. A very large quantity of B 2 & 7 B %,

energy is deposited in the upper atmosphere during an auroral display.

Auroras occur around the Earth's north and south geomagnetic poles in
regions known as auroral ovals. The auroral ovals are constantly in motion,
expanding towards the equator or contracting towards the pole, and
constantly changing in brightness. Occasionally the aurora may be seen as far
south as the south of England. However, this would be a rare event-with maybe

1 or 2 displays every 10 years.
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